
May 5, 2005.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am filing today for your consideration a bill entitled “An Act Providing
Capital Facility Repairs, Grants, and Improvements for the Commonwealth.”
This legislation authorizes the Commonwealth to issue up to $950.2 million
in general obligation bonds to fund the following programs:

• $450 million for improvements to state facilities including, the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts and the state and community colleges;

• $250 million for information technology improvements for the Com-
monwealth;

• $125 million for a new state police crime lab;
• $72 million for grants to cities and towns for public library projects;
• $25 million for improvements to national guard facilities operated by the

military division of the Commonwealth;
• $15 million for improvements to medical examiner facilities; and
• $13.2 million for the state match for federal capitalization grants related

to the water pollution abatement trust.
This bill also includes a number of outside sections, which make technical

corrections to prior bond authorizations.
Timely action by the Legislature will allow us to avoid an interruption in

advertising or construction.
I urge your prompt and favorable consideration of this bill.

Respectfully submitted,

MITT ROMNEY,
Governor.
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SECTION 1. To provide for a program of capital facility
repairs, grants and improvements, the sums set forth in section 2
for the several purposes and subject to the conditions specified in
this act, are hereby made available from the General Capital Pro-
jects Fund, subject to the laws regulating the disbursement of
public funds and the approval thereof.

SECTION 2.

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER AND RECEIVER-GENERAL.
Department of the Treasurer.

0610-8910 For the water pollution abatement trust established in
section 2 of chapter 29C of the General Laws for deposit
in the Drinking Water Revolving Fund established pur-
suant to section 2QQ of chapter 29 of the General Laws
for application by the trust to the purposes specified in
section 18 of said chapter 29C, any portion of which may
be used as a matching grant by the commonwealth to fed-
eral capitalization grants received under the federal Safe
Drinking Water Act ........................................................... 13,200,000
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In the Year Two Thousand and Five.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

A N A C T  P R O V I D I N G  C A P I T A L  F A C I L I T Y  R E P A I R S ,  G R A N T S ,  A N D

IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
defeat its purpose, which is forthwith to provide for improvements
and repairs of certain real property and other assets of the com-
monwealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public conve-
nience.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE.
Division of Capital Asset Management and Maintenance.

1102-1994 For costs associated with planning and studies, the prepara-
tion of plans and specifications, repairs, construction, ren-
ovations, improvement, asset management, disposition,
demolit ion to state owned and former county 
facilities and grounds ......................................................... 150,000,000

Information Technology Division.
1790-2015 For costs associated with planning and studies, the prepara-

tion of plans and specifications, purchase, and procure-
ment of information technology related equipment and
related projects; provided, that any federal reimbursement
received in connection with projects funded from this
item, without further appropriation, may be retained in
and expended for the purposes of said project in addition 
to the amounts appropriated herein .................................... 250,000,000

BOARD OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONERS.
Board of Library Commissioners.

7000-9020 For a program of grants to cities and towns for approved
public library projects as authorized by sections 19G to
19, inclusive, of chapter 78 of the General Laws; pro-
vided, that not more than $500,000 of the amount autho-
rized herein may be expended by the board of library
commissioners for the administrative costs directly attrib-
utable to the projects funded herein, including the costs of
temporary personnel; provided, however, that no perma-
nent personnel shall be compensated from this item; and
provided further, that said board shall file an annual
spending plan with the executive office for administration
and finance and the house and senate committees on ways
and means which details, by subsidiary, all temporary
personnel and  administrative costs charged to this item .... 72,000,000

BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION.
Board of Higher Education.

7066-0050 For costs associated with planning and studies, the prepara-
tion of plans and specifications, construction, renovation,
reconstruction, alteration, improvement, demolition,
expansion, repair, including furnishings and equipment,
and related administrative expenses at state and commu-
nity college campus facilities and grounds ......................... 150,000,000

University of Massachusetts.
7100-0002 For costs associated with planning, and studies, the prepara-

tion of plans and specifications, construction, renovation,
reconstruction, improvement, demolition, expansion,
repair, including furnishings and equipment and related
administrative expenses at the university of Massachusetts 
campus facilities and grounds ........................................... 150,000,000
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR PUBLIC SAFETY.
Office of the Chief Medical Examiner.

8000-0170 For costs associated with planning and studies, acquisition, by
purchase, lease, for a term, including any extensions, not
to exceed fifty years, gift or other transfer, or by eminent
domain pursuant to chapter 79 of the General Laws, of
improved or unimproved land, buildings and interests
therein, the preparation of plans and specifications, the
construction, renovation, reconstruction, alteration,
improvement, demolition, and expansion of medical
examiner facilities and related parking and other facilities,
all as the commissioner of the division of capital asset
management and maintenance, in consultation with the
secretary of public safety and the chief medical examiner,
shall deem appropriate; provided, that no funds from this
authorization shall be used for operational costs, including 
rent or lease payments ....................................................... 15,000,000

Department of State Police.
8195-8969 For costs associated with planning and studies, acquisition, by

purchase, lease, for a term, including any extensions, not
to exceed fifty years, gift or other transfer, or by eminent
domain pursuant to chapter 79 of the General Laws, of
improved or unimproved land, buildings, and interests
therein, the preparation of plans and specifications, the
construction, renovation, reconstruction, alteration,
improvement, demolition, and expansion of a state police
crime lab and related parking and other facilities, all as
the commissioner of the division of capital asset manage-
ment and maintenance, in consultation with the secretary
of public safety, shall deem appropriate; provided, that no
funds from this authorization shall be used for operational 
costs, including rent or lease payments .............................. 125,000,000

Military Division.
8700-7885 For costs associated with the planning, studies, construction,

renovation, reconstruction, alteration, improvement,
demolition, repair, life safety and other facility improve-
ments at national guard facilities operated by the military
division of the commonwealth; and provided, that not less
than $4,000,000 shall be expended for the state share of
design, construction and related expenses of a new 
national guard readiness center in the town of Methuen .... 25,000,000

SECTION 3. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
out the provisions of section 2, the state treasurer shall, upon
request of the governor, issue and sell bonds of the common-
wealth in an amount to be specified by the governor from time to
time but not exceeding, in the aggregate, $950,200,000. All bonds
issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on
their face, Capital Expenditure Act of 2005, and shall be issued
for a maximum term of years, not exceeding twenty years, as the
governor may recommend to the general court pursuant to
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section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution
of the Commonwealth; provided, however, that all such bonds
shall be payable not later than June 30, 2030. All interest and pay-
ments on account of principal on such obligations shall be payable
from the General Fund. Bonds and interest thereon issued under
the authority of this section shall, notwithstanding any other pro-
visions of this act, be general obligations of the commonwealth.

SECTION 4. Section 3 of chapter 291 of the acts of 2004 is
hereby amended by striking “$425,000,000” and inserting in place
thereof the following:— $93,500,000.

SECTION 5. Section 13 of said chapter 291 is hereby amended
by striking “$873,250,000” and inserting in place thereof the
following:— $849,750,000.

SECTION 6. To carry out the purposes of items 8000-0170 and
8195-8969 of this act, the commissioner of the division of capital
asset management and maintenance may acquire, by purchase,
lease for a term, including any extensions, not to exceed fifty
years, gift or other transfer, or by eminent domain pursuant to
chapter 79 of the General Laws, or otherwise, any and all interests
in land and buildings deemed necessary by said commissioner to
carry out the purposes of this act including, but not limited to,
easements for drainage, access, utilities and environmental mitiga-
tion. If the commissioner determines to lease interests in land and
buildings and related parking and other facilities, any design, con-
struction, renovation, reconstruction, alteration, improvement,
demolition, expansion or management of a facility undertaken by
the landlord thereof or other private person shall be exempt from
the provisions of chapters 7, 30, and 149 of the General Laws and
any other general or special law or regulation governing the
design, construction, renovation, reconstruction, alteration,
improvement, demolition, expansion or management of real or
personal property by or for the commonwealth; provided further,
that upon occupancy by the department of state police of any new
facility for a state police crime lab, said commissioner is hereby
authorized to transfer or otherwise dispose of the existing state
police facility located in the town of Sudbury.
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SECTION 7. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
contrary, the secretary for administration and finance, on behalf of
the water pollution abatement trust established in section 2 of
chapter 29C of the General Laws, may transfer amounts autho-
rized by section 5 of chapter 236 of the Acts of 2002 to the
Drinking Water Revolving Fund established pursuant to section
2QQ of chapter 29 of the General Laws for application by the
trust to the purposes specified in section 18 of said chapter 29C,
any portion of which may be used as a matching grant by the com-
monwealth to federal capitalization grants received under the Fed-
eral Safe Drinking Water Act,  and may transfer amounts
authorized by section 2 of this act to the Water Pollution Abate-
ment Revolving Fund established pursuant to section 2L of said
chapter 29 for application by the trust to the purposes specified in
section 5 of said chapter 29C, any portion of which may be used
as a matching grant by the commonwealth to federal capitalization
grants received under Title VI of the Federal Clean Water Act.
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